
FRIENDS OF THE EEL RIVER                    

Working for the recovery of our Wild & Scenic River, its fisheries and communities. 

Re:  Lake County Comments of April 3, 2023; the operation and future of Scott Dam 
and the Potter Valley Project  

Lake County Misunderstands Actions Taken to Protect Public Safety  

“… to determine the future of the Lake Pillsbury Community, the economic factors 
which influence the County of Lake’s recovery after a prolonged and destructive 
pandemic, what is allowed to exist in the County’s ecosystem, and the very access to an 
available water source in a county plagued for years by drought and wildfire.” 
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Based on dam safety, DSOD concurs with PG&E’s proposed 10-foot reservoir restriction 
as an interim risk reduction measure. Therefore, DSOD is restricting the year-
round operation of the reservoir of Scott Dam to Elevation 1900.00, the spillway 
crest, which is 24.58 feet below the dam crest. This reservoir restriction may be 
revisited as conditions warrant and will remain in effect until PG&E receives DSOD’s 
written approval authorizing a different level of reservoir storage.  

The Bartlett Springs Fault Will Produce Very Large Earthquakes, to which Scott Dam 
Appears Especially Vulnerable.  

Dynamic rupture models of earthquakes on 
the Bartlett Springs Fault, Northern California, “… ground motions generated by a 
(Bartlett Springs Fault) earthquake may be sizeable… Our models produce a wide 
magnitude range: from M6.32 to M7.24…”3



Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 77) 30-Day 
Follow-up Report on Earthquake Incident

Potter Valley Project Annual Operations 
Inspection Follow-up Response

Potter Valley River Hydroelectric Project, Scott Dam, Plan and Schedule to Address 
Recommendations in FERC Independent Consultant 2019 Safety Inspection Report





Dam Safety Isn’t the Only Threat to Public Safety the Potter Valley Project Poses

Sampling of fish tissue taken from Lake Pillsbury fish has detected high 
concentrations of mercury, averaging 1.31 parts per million (ppm) in 350 millimeter 
(mm) largemouth bass ( ), and the highest concentration for 
an individual fish (4.08 ppm in a 559 mm largemouth bass) in statewide sampling 
(Davis et al. 2009). Consequently, Lake Pillsbury is designated as impaired for mercury 
on the California 303(d) list. 



Lake County Does Have Other Water Sources for Wildfire Protection 
 

Scott Dam will be removed, and the Potter Valley Project decommissioned. What 
further stake does Lake County have in Cape Horn Dam? 



Dam Removal Will Directly Benefit the Upper Eel River Watershed in Lake County

… could likely support populations of winter-run steelhead, summer-run steelhead, and 
fall-run Chinook salmon based on the amount of thermally and geomorphically 
suitable habitat for multiple freshwater life stages during warm months and during 
drought. …In a similar system, multiple anadromous salmonid populations have 
recolonized – both naturally and with human assistance – the Elwha River in 
Washington since the removal of the Elwha Dam, which had been in place for over 100 
years (Bellmore et al. 2019, McMillan et al. 2019). … Based on our evaluation of the 
quality and quantity of suitable habitat and potential capacity, enabling access to the 
blocked Upper Mainstem subbasin would be comparable to adding another Van Duzen 
subbasin to the Eel River Basin.9 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
Potter Valley Project 

 Project No. P-77-000 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that I have this day served, by first class mail or electronic mail, a letter 

to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission containing a response to comments made by Lake 

County regarding Scott Dam and the Potter Valley Project, P-77.  This Certificate of Service is 

served upon each person designated on the official P-77-000 Service List compiled by the 

Commission in the above-captioned proceedings. 

 

Dated this 30th day of June, 2023. 

  

 David Weibel 
Legal Secretary 
Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP
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